[bookmark: _GoBack]	The sun shone brightly and the righteous  were in evidence There were five games of football – three at Hayes and two at Hawes Down – but such were the conditions that games of cricket could have been played on both grounds, and how apposite for the occasion, the unveiling of a bench  and tree in honour of the incomparable Ian Forbes, a man who played both sports in his own unique way
	Neil Kendrick, the OWA President, welcomed everyone and explained how important Ian had been  in establishing his love for the Club as was “the other silver fox, ” and no-one was in any doubt that this was a reference to his Dad whom, like Ian, was a corner-stone of the Association 
	Son and heir Alex then said a few words on behalf of the family, thanked Graham Watts for sorting out the bench and the flag  and the gardening group for ensuring we had the tree 
“Ian never did any work in our own garden”, he conceded before saying that his Dad thought of Hayes as his second home – sometimes his first! 
	Both Neil and Alex’s words were met with warm applause before some of Ian’s ashes were added to the base of the tree and  the Forbes family per se  then scattered some more on the cricket square 
	Everyone then retired to the Bar- our hero would not have wanted it  any other way – and we regaled each other with tales of the great man 
	Both Mick Hughes and Howard Abbett – and totally independently – told me how welcome Ian had made them feel when they first joined the Club as part of the football and cricket clubs respectively; and many years apart at that. We all know that Ian was a ‘people person’ and he was never happier than when in conversation with all and sundry,  a conversation that got more and more incomprehensible as the evening wore on and the scotch kicked in 
	Many in attendance had been  at Kirk Benjamin’s funeral the day before , so his loss was very raw,  and I had interesting conversations with both Jim  Lloyd and Mick Hughes about the nature of his death and how to overcome the stigma of mental health, how to  educate people accordingly and to help those who are afflicted in such a cruel way 
	Ironically  the Tuesday of the week (October 9th) had been ‘National Mental Health Day’,  but for those affected every day is one that is liable to have its dark moments 
	The OW Vets football side play an annual fixture against Arts Network, a project which helps those with mental health issues,  and I’m pretty confident that Kirk played in that game in April. Mental health is horrendously under-funded and Mick Hughes suggested that, as a tribute to Kirk, and as a way of raising funds for Arts Network, we should organise a function. “It’s a no-brainer”,  he concluded 
	Ian always supported this fixture – and Alex and Doug played in it – and paid for the food enthusiastically consumed after the game. One year someone suddenly asked:
“What is that smell coming from the kitchen?”
Ian had placed some pizza in the oven and forgotten about it, and his subsequent rush to the kitchen simply revealed an incinerated mess
	As you would expect many of Ian’s contemporaries were in attendance and seeing the likes of Gerry Adams, Peter Wakeford and Tom Sissons on the balcony of the Club reminded me of the halcyon days of Old Wilsonian cricket when we were a match for any side in the country 
	John Drabwell claimed that Tom has a remarkable resemblance to Danny La Rue but, not having seen the latter bowl nor the former play the piano, I do not feel in a position to comment 
	In view of my propensity to attempt to record such events it is probably a surprise that anyone is prepared to talk to me but,  and amongst others, I had interesting conversation with 
Graeme Nelson – possibly the man whose name gets miss-spelt more times than that of anyone in the Club  about all of the projects this multi-talented individual allows him to accomplish and his debt to his family 
Matt Abbett  - about the future of the cricket club and what he needs to do in 2019 to recapture his out-standing form of 2017 
Chris  -   Mick Hughes’s  better half, and I do not exclude the particularly good second half he had in 1995 in the game against Old Alleynians – who was warned of the dangers of talking to me and ending up in ‘Pikey’s Progress’ – Chris tends to say ‘Bless’ a lot 
	Ian would have approved of all of the above and so much more, although he might have been a little disturbed at a recent report claiming that those in their 20’s are not drinking as much as their predecessors 
“This is going to have devastating  consequences for  the bar takings”, you can hear him saying 
	Not that there was much evidence of this theory on display on this particular afternoon!! 
	Many took photographs of the day, including Neville Spencer whom, according to the Football Club newsletter’s ‘All Our Yesterdays’ was a veritable goal machine 25 years ago, many of which will undoubtedly appear on our website – the photographs, that is, not Neville’s goals; you will find them on you-tube 
	Doug was a little concerned about  the positioning of the tree – immediately behind one of the goals – but the OWFC will just have to learn how to shoot straight, not slice their corners and when conceding the latter be aware of the precious asset, and what it commemorates, behind the goal-line 
	Come the cricket season, of course, that goal will be removed and spectators can sit on that bench beneath the tree, enjoy the sunshine and remember Ian as they watch our sides in action 
	In time that tree will grow – it will take well over 20 years for it to reach its optimum height – and there is no doubt that one day someone will hit the tree, with either a cricket or a football, but it will come to no great harm and the gardening group will look after it 
	It rained over-night and on Sunday to help the tree bed in – even the elements seemed to be on Ian’s side – whilst I like to think that there will be more than one occasion that, thanks to Ian’s ashes on the square, a ball will turn viscously and enable us to take a vital wicket which will win us a game 
	Thanks to everyone who attended – both Neil and Alex expressed those thoughts at the start of this wonderful afternoon – but, and most importantly, to the Forbes family
	Jill provided some excellent refreshments whilst Alex, Doug, Helen and Stuart proved just how much we love them all and the King of their dynasty, whom we will never forget 



